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INTRODUCTION 


by Brian Evenson 


**...one day we were born, one day we shall 
die, the same day, the same second, is that 


not enough for you?" 


(i Hernandez’s Julio’ Day 
might be read as an illustration of 


the above quotation from Beckett’s play, 
and of the words that follow it.“They 
give birth astride a grave, the light gleams 
an instant, then it’s night once more.” 
The graphic novel begins with a panel of 
darkness, nothingness, but by the second 
panel we've pulled back far enough to sec 
that the darkness 15 the inside of a baby's 
mouth. The baby is Julio, and we'll stay 
with him and his family for exactly onc 
hundred pages as he grows from zero to 
the ripe old age of onc hundred and then 
dies. We'll leave him in the same way as 
we first met him, but in reverse order: 
the second to the last panel offers an old 
man’s ravaged mouth, followed by a final 


aro, solitaria 


—Samuel Beckett, Waiting for Godot 


But where Beckett sees the short- 
ness of a man’s life as cause for despair 
and dismay, Hernandez 1s interested ın 
celebrating a hfe fully, ın all its shortcom- 
mgs and Joys, all its ups and downs, all its 
risks and limutations. Despite the death, 
illness, abuse, and war that fill these pages, 
despite many serious familial and personal 
struggles, there 1s httle bitterness here. 
Hernandez’s characters have a remarkable 
ability to persist, to keep on. Even those 
that struggle to find their place in one 
generauon (including those who never 
shake free from demal about who they 
arc), help pave the way for the freedoms 
claimed by those that follow them. 

Julio% Day 1$ а story of one man's 
life, but it’s a great deal more than that as 
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also told as af a day. Beginning with Julios 
birth in 1900 and ending with his death 
1 2000, the graphic novel touches on 
most of the major events that shaped the 
20^ century. We see wars, ruinous weather, 
changing fashion, changing attitudes, but 


Hernandez very wisely doesn’t give us 


these things in historical terms. In fact, 


outside of the images and the characters’ 
speech (there are no panel captions), he 
does nothing to let us know where we are 
in the century on a given page, and often 
we dont know quite what year we're in. 
Ihe characters don't feed us information: 
Hernandez’s guiding principle 1s to let 
them only say what's natural, and only say 
it when it's natural. Hernandez operates 
quite defily, by mference and suggestion. 
We don’t know, for instance, why Julio 
father takes the trip that nearly kills him 
(and which ends up sealing Julio brothers 
fate years later as well) until he arrives at 
has destination, and then we're only given 
it with several well-placed images and two 
speech bubbles 

That's one of the great strengths of 
Julio’ Day and one of the great qualities of 
Hernandez’s style in general. He touches a 


great many serious topics, but docs so with 


remarkable lightness. He gives whatever 
1s at hand an attention that at once seems 
fleeting and full, and he can switch quickly 
from one scene to another without losing 
our interest or attention. Characters can flit 
by, be present and amazingly rendered for 
a few panels, and then suddenly disappear 
for good. But they can just as easily reap- 
pear after an eighty-year absence. Even the 
more central characters can age dramatical- 
ly from one page to the next as the years 
pass and yet still be recognizable 

The amazing speed with which things 
change from page to page and even from 
panel to panel is one of the real charms 
of fulio's Day. Hernandez doesn't over- 
direct us: he lets us figure things out for 
ourselves, Just as we do in life. He doesn’t 
insist on the echoes that occur across gen- 
erations or between characters, but leaves 
the threads there for us to pick up. He lets 
us make our own tenuous connections, 
which makes them all the more power- 
ful, and all the more valuable. This is a 
stunning graphic novel, by someone who 
15 one of the major voices in the field, and 
as sure to hold surprises even for those 


aficionados of Hernandez’s other work. 


Brian Evenson 1s the author of Windeye, Last Days, Fugue State, The Open Curtain, IBnunobihty, 
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fellowship, three O. Henry Prizes, and the American Library Association’ award for Best Horror 


Novel. He lives and works in Providence, Rhode Island, where he directs Brown University’s 


Literary Arts Program, translates literature from French into English, and of course, writes. 








JULIOS FATHER JULIOS MOTHER 
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TOMMY | ARACELI HUSSAND RUBEN AND 
| CHATO JULIO JOSÉ 
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I THINK JULIO 
WILL BECOME AN 
OPERA SINGER. 
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Я 6000 OL” Я 
MN OU RE d UNCLE JUAN; 
AGAIN. 


THAT'S 


MY BROTHER- 
IN-LAW NOW WITH ма SUN 10 
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HOW Сі 


‘OME 
EVERYBODY'S CALLING 


HELP FIND 
JULIO JULIO? E YOUR BABY 


BROTHER ^ 





“4 MY FAULT? You WERE 
M.) J^ 


WATCHING HI 


Kummer” no more scares ИА 277 THEN WATCH 

MEERE LIKE THAT, ALL RIGHT, AR WHAT YOU RE DOING 
JULIO? ме nive. 
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ALL THE TIME? 
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THAT? 


TO EXPLORE THE STARS 
AND PLANETS. 
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YOU SURE ARE 
HAPPY FOR YOUR FIRST 
DAY OF 6 
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HERE'S YOUR. 
SCHOOL. I USED TO 


GO TO IT CHECK UNDER YOUR 


CHAIR FOR OLD LUMPS OF GUM 
PILED TOGETHER. THATS 
WHERE | SAT. 
CAREFUL р 

OF OLD, ORY 





CLASS, THESE 
BOOKS ARE ISSUED BY 
THE GOVERNMENT, YOU 
WILL PLEASE TAKE 

6000 CARE THEM 


MY NAME 15 ARACELI 
VICTORIA ISABELA MELENDEZ, 
AND WHEN | GROW UP | WANT 

TO BE A NURSE AND KELP 
SICK PEOPLE. 
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THIS WAS THE BOOK 


THAT INSPIRED ME TO 
BECOME A TEACHER. 
те: 
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MY NAME 15 JULIO 
REYES, AND- AND, UH, AND 
WHEN f GROW UP I WANT 

TO BE A-A FARMER. 


MY NAME (5, UH, TOMMY 


DOAKES, AND, ER, WHEN | GROW 


UP 170 LIKE TO BE, ER, AA 
FARMER. YEP, 
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REMEMBER 
RAT BOOK. 
же "was MY 
FANORITE 


1 НАМЕ ТО SEE 
SOMETHING. IF YOU 
WANT TO, YOU CAN WALK 
ROME. l'IL BE SOON 

RIGHT ALONG. 


>” 


IS SRT See 
SSS SS 





WERE NOT 
DONE WITH 
THATS 





V000- YOURE 
GONNA GET 
IN TROUBLE! 
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YOU STILL 
WAITING?/ 


WHO DiD iT? 
WHO DID IT? = UN 


JULIO, STOP? 
UM TRYING TO GET 
NOU DOWN/ 
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DON'T CRY? 
DADDY'S GOING 
TO WHIP US 
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THREE OF My cows 
RE UNDER THERE. 


1 CAN STILL 
HEAR THEIR, 
OAN: 


IF YOL’RE GOING 
TO BE TRANELLING 
THESE PARTS, LOOK 

OUT FOR MUD- 
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IN THE MUD, 
EH? 


ў” WHOLE SIDE OF 


THE HILL CAME 
DOWN ON TOP 





SLIDES. 
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THEIR HOME SLID 
CRASHING DOWN 
UNDER THE MUD. 





THANK YOU GOD 
THAT MY HOME IS 
ON FLAT LAND. 
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MUD THAT'S ALL OVER! THEY GOT 
INTO YOUR FOOD 15 ALL? 
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kom IT'S LONGER, BLT ! HANEN'T GOT NOTHING NOW. YOUR MAMA AND GOING BACK HOME 
[TILL GET ME BACK. ELSE TO DO, PAPA WiLL WORRY? NEVER AGAIN 
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EVER IT GOES. STAY THERE { 
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| DIDN'T TELL THEM | HAVE 
FITS SOMETIMES OR THEY MIGHT 
NOT HAVE LET ME JOIN ЦРУ 
































PLEASE, GOD PROTECT НІМ 
FROM HARM. PLEASE GOD 








WO Tons A rainy? Ü WHY DO YoU PLAY WITH 
ს. უ0MMV5 A FAIRY! THAT WHITE TRASH? 


NO SECRETS Y 


IN THE HOUSE f 
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IQ] - 7 | HAE TO RETURN ))___-___-_ 7 SEE How YOUR 


TO THE FIELD NOW. NEW LITTLE BROTHER - 
2 — ა. NN BEHAVES? SEE? 


7 DONT MAKE YOUR 
MAMA NERVOUS. SHE 
NEEDS TO REST. 





WHAT ARE YOUR 
SECRETS ABOUT? 
HAH? WHAT? 


IF THEM GERMANS Come Үй 
TO AMERICA | GOT A SHOT- 
GUN WAITIN' FOR "EM / 


THEY WONT ET Ү- 
ME IN SCHOOL BECAUSE 
YM TOO UGLY. 
? A 
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AND THE 
INSTRUCTORS ARE 
ALLOWED TO 
HIT YOU. 












И зона, 1 NEED YOU TO TAKE THE GOMEZ | | THEIR SON 16 BACK FROM 
THIS TO THE GOMEZ FAMILY, FAMILY? YES: | [Tye WAR ALREADY. YOU KNOW 
THEY'VE BEEN TOO BUSY TO [ÁS SEÑORA. | но. THE GOOD-LOOKING 
COME FOR iT THEMSELVES. ONE WHO HAS FITS? WITH 

THE CURLY HAIR? 


HE KILLED so MANY] [ OH, THANK 
GERMANS THEY SENT | | YOU, SOFIA. 
HIM HOME A HERO? 


THE ARMY SENT 
THE BOY HOME AFTER 
HE HAD A FIT 
DURING COMBAT 
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STOP CRYING! WELL 
FIND THAT BOY AND TEL 
HIS PARENTS / 
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МАМА, HE'S WORKING IN ALL BENJAMIN'S YOU ARE, 
WHERES THE FIELD WITH Your | |6000 FOR 15 BOTHERING SOFIA! ALL 
JULIO? PAPA. PEOPLE, MAMA. YOU RE 6000 Ров! 
15 BOTHERING I 
PEOPLE? (и 
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TOO FAST 
FOR YOU! 


WHATS THE MATTER? THE 
WOODS TOO SCARY HUH? 





[7 цом You GET HERE? YOU 
(L CAN'T WALK OR ANYTHING f 


NOW WHY WOULD 
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ANYTHING! | | COMING FOR IMS 120 SOMETHING 
Я LIKE THAT, YOU 

| PERBRAIN 


Prop BETTER STOP ou BETTER STOP, 
BENJAMIN, OR TIL TELL Чар”. от 
4 1 KNOW WHAT 
PAPA Witt DO 


SAYING THINGS 
Fa. PAPA YOD SMOKED 
15 PIPES 


LIKE THAT, YOU“ Ñ 
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You BETTER GO HOME, PEOPLE COULD SAY 
BENJAMIN, OR THEY LL SAY ANYTHING ABOUT ME, BLT 
YOU BROVGHT HIM HERE URL ALWAYS WIN. 





50 You САМ 
TAKE OFF YOUR. 
CLOTHES AND DO 
THINGS NAKED 
IN FRONT OF 
HIM BECAUSE 
HE CAN'T 










HERE, AND HERES Y 
THE MONEY HE STOLE 
FROM YoU THE FIRST 

TIME. 










THE ONLY STUPID DOGS 
AROUND HERE ARE YOU TWO 
ROTTEN TRASH! 






YOU'RE THE ONE MAKING 
TROUBLE AROUND HERES 
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TO TAST A 
THE RAIN 
WiL FORCE THEM 
RIGHT UP OUT OF 
THE GROUNDS 


HEY, SOMEBODY SEE 
IF THAT KIDS OKS 


MIGHT GET 
LOST WANDERING 
AROUND THE WORLD 
LIKE THAT 


AND 
WATCH OUT 
FOR THE 
WORMS? 
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MAMA, YOU HAVE TO 

GO STAY WITH YOUR 
FAMILY IN 
MEXICO. 


THERE MIGHT BE 


THIS 
RAIN... 
WE'VE YET 
TO SEE PAPAS 
GRAVE IN THE 
WARMTH OF 


ROBBING AND KILLING 


IN THE STREETS. 


THEY SAID... MEN ARE 
JUMPING OT OF BUILDINGS 
MEN ARE CRYING STRONG 

MEN ARE CRYING, 


Nan 


WHAT ABOUT OUR 
MARKET? WE CANT 
BUY THINGS HERE 

ANY MORE? 


THE MEN WERE TALKING 
ABOUT HOW THE STOCK MARKET 
15 IN RUIN, MAMA. 


THEY SAID 
ITLL SEND THIS 
COUNTRY TO 

THE DEVIL! 


МУ PLACE IS 
HERE, JULIO. WITH 
MY CHILDREN? 


175 А-А DIFFERENT MARKET, 
THEY TOLD ME, BUT A VERY 
TERRIBLE THING JUST THE 
SAME, MAMA, 
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A FAMILY 
OF COLOREDS 
MOVED IN TO THE 
JOHNSON'S OLD HOUSE 
LAST WEEK. 


WATCH OUT FOR THE 
COLOREDS IN THE 
CITY, BOYS. 





MY DAUGHTER SOFIA 
HAS JUST RECOVERED FROM 
CONSUMPTION LORD. THANK YOU 
FOR WATCHING OVER HER 


MY TWO SONS ARE AWAY 
IN THE CITY TO WORK. PLEASE 
WATCH OVER THEM, LORD- 


ESPECIALLY 
JULIO 


BENJAMIN CAN TAKE 
CARE OF HIMSELF, BUT JULIO 
15 ALONE IN HIS WAY. НЕ 

WORRIES ME 


AND HELP ME FIND 
MY WAY TO A_ BEAUTIFUL 
NECKLACE WITH LARGE 
DIAMONDS ON IT 
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jot TO NAME HER NEW 
BABY AFTER ME, 
BENJAMIN. 
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MY BROTHER JUAN 
1$ MERE TO HELP. ME 
WITH THINGS WHILE THE 
BOYS ARE AWAY, 


A NEW MAN 
TO CARRY ON! 


(ну uncıe лак 
WON'T HORT YOU, 
3010 JOSE. 


Р наме TO GET HOME 


UPPER FOR CHILDREN IN AND 


OUT OF THE RAIN, 


PP CANT A MAN GET HIS 
SUPPER ON TIME AFTER A 
LONG DAY'S WORK? 





AY, TAKING YOUR Ç ⁄” 


[Loome AFTER A 
BABY ISA LOT OF 
WORK, PAPA. 


THEN YOU STAY HOME 
AND COOK AND CLEAN 
AND LOOK AFTER A 

NEW BABY? 
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HELLO, JUAN 
WE'RE ABOUT 


THEN YOU GO OUT 


IN THAT RAIN AND 


MUD, SOFIA f 


NOT HUNGRY, 
RUBEN! } CAME TO 
SAY HELLO TO 

JULIO JOSE? 


YOU PREFER TO 
LOOK AFTER A BABY 
THAN WORK. 
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YOU DON'T THINK 
THAT WOMAN'S WORK 
15 WORK, CHATO? 
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SRY, RUBEN? YOU SPEAK ONLY АТО. THERE'S NO TELLING 
IF I Say 50! WHAT ELSE THIS ENDLESS RAIN 
WILL. DESTROY. 


THIS ISN'T THE FIRST TIME I Ч: MAYBE HE'S TRYING 
GOD HAS USED RAIN TO CLEANSE ata н AGAIN BECAUSE THE FIRST 
THE WORLD OF SIN, FELLOWS. ff i ir TIME MOST OF THE SINS 

ს Dm SAM TO SAFETY. 
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DON'T YOUR UNCLE IS А 
KNOW WHY YOU GOOD MAN, SOFIA 
DON'T LIKE Your A HARD WORKER, 
UNCLE JUAN, р 
SOFIA. 





eal 
| і i |" f Өр 
и 8) 


CHATO, уш VIE CANET 
On E ALONE. а A ЯГ 
I" # а " 

l 


i 
აა" UNCLE ПАК?! il ци 1 


ШЇ | ` (сту д 
м D Ци M š ба 7 ы y Г E "и 


WELL BRING JULIO GET 1 
“| [ose BACK SAFES RENATA 1 


ს 
ТИП 
III 


И я 





р 4. au Ha MI 1 ЇЇ i " a Tm г Ш? ШЇ CO PR 
1 е, Il te МИ Щи Ш 
1 ИА Я | p^ MM NV E qeu if W 22 


бері 


2 ჩრ 2 


14 we 


i ї E 
IR igs 2 ІҢ es Ч | 
e I 


у 23. p წ 4 





D»: 
ШИН) 


| 


ли 


UE 





Ч {7 
И таер то зме тим SOFIA DOESN'T WOMEN DON'T 
ALL, BENJAMIN | SAVED THE WANT YOU HERE, LISTEN TO 
BABY UNTIL THEY CAME, UNCLE JUAN REASON 
SUT THEN THE MUD...” 


ONE DAY UNCLE ; STOP IT, SOFIA? 
JUAN Wilt BE CAUGHT . À MAMA Witi HEAR ќ 
TAKING A CHILD. 


SHE KNOWS WHAT SHES 
SAYING, JULIO/ JUAN DID 
IT TO YOU, TO OTHERS. ^ 
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THE GERMANS HANE I'M GOING OVER 


INNADED EUROPE AGAIN TO EUROPE TO HELP 
THERE'LL AID THE CASUALTIES. 
BE ANOTHER 
WAR. 
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{WAS Too YOUNG. NER HOHES, NEN BUSINESES y] SORT KO 
NOW THIS TIME IN OUR TOWN. WHEN I RETURN. 
NOBODY CAN STOP 
ME FROM 


9772 
we Л 


2 А 
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WHATS THE wen, Tae ence | P you may stay INSTEAD. OF 
DAMAGE? SHOULD TAKE AT LEAST | | HERE IF YOU LIKE, OU MAKING 
-L T- NC THREE DAYS TO FIX. | | JULIO, ГМ МОЖЕ. ThE TRIP BACK 


FORTY 
DOLLARS 


PLEASE. 
CALL ME 
RAFAEL. 


p 
YOUR LITTLE FRIEND JULIO HES BEEN BUSY 
1$ T00 BUSY FOR YOU NOW, m ON THE 

TOMMY DOAKEST RINAS PLACE 
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NOW MY MOTHER-IN-LAW 
AND НЫ MEER. KIDS ARE 


M i HER-IN-LAW 

AND HIS WIFE AND TWO 

Kl 0001 КОР IN JUST. 
T MONTH 








BENJAMIN... | 
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YOU'RE NEVER. 
TOO OLD TO JOIN 
JULIO. 


uP, 


HE DIDN'T GET 
TO FINISH HIS JOB 
IN THE FIRST WAR 


HE WANTS YOU TO TAKE HIM 
WITH YOU TO THE FRONT 


E 


КЩ А JAP WILL BE GUIDED 
BY YOUR FAITH 


EVERY BULLET | FIRE TO 





SHE'S LOOKING 
FOR MY PAPA AND 
BROTHERS AGAIN, 

GRANDMA / 


THEY'RE HERE, MAMAS SOFIA, YOUR 
THEY CALL ME AND | DON'T HUSBAND AND TWO 
COME IN TIME f SONS WERE KILLED 
IM A MUDSLIDE 
THEY'RE DEAD. 


HEH, SOMEBODY'S 
BEEN FOOLING ME. 





“THERES NOTHING 
THIS TOWN HAS TO 
OFFER, 3810. 
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ULIO, YOU CAN'T 
ITH YOUR MOTHER 
LL YOUR LIFE. 
к 
g SEU 


AND WHAT OF Me? V 7) ( you cant JusT- 
MM MT PNY THING 7 JUST WALK AWAY. 
50 ; 


T M la Y, PERSON WHO'S 
EASILY? All" EVER BEEN KIND 
Ё То MES 


mmc 
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JULIO TOMAS, 
SILLY HEADS 


YOUR NIECE 
NAMED HER NEW 
Boy AFTER YOU, 
ЕН? 


“м GOING TO GET OUT 
was/ CFHERE, шиО, ОР ТОММУ W 
DOAKES IS GOING ТО GET 
OUT AND- NOT LIKE MY 
DAD- t WILL 





YOUR 
ЗКОТНЕК. 


BENJAMIN JOINS THE ARMY TO 
FIGHT JAPS AND THEN КЕ RETURNS 
WITH ONE AS HIS WIFE? 










YOUR BROTHER FOUSHT FOR Р i 
OUR COUNTRY AS BRANELY AS Watt FOR TUE NET WAR 


ANY SOLDIER, JULIO. 50 SHE COULD GO BACK 


EM ALL RIGHT. HES ALWAYS} 
TRYING To RUN AWAY FROM 
US FOR WHO KNOWS WHY, 


HES SORRY HE'S NEVER 
LEARNED TO READ AND 
WRITE, I'M SURE. 





ლ 
Your , NOT THAT GUY 
GRANDMAS МУ МАК 15 STILL 
HANDSOME SOME- 
PLACE ELSE. 


|У snow, wis А МЕ 
| THAT SCARY MM? FR 
Ш LATA 

ll «oz 3 
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TERAN FROM THE | 
ST WAR, JULIO TOMAS. 
2 172 


POOR SOFIA, 
EVER SINCE SHE 
LOST HER HUSBAND 
AND TWO SONS... 


PEOPLE GOT “Ў 
YOUR FAULT, MIKED DP ANO NOW 
MISTER YOURE HERE. 








your м NY оноо. 
FAMILY ми ло К 
YOU ONE DAY AND 
жээ 
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THE ROCKETEER AND HE DOESN'T 
FLIES THROUGH THE AIR BURN #5 ВВГТ? 
WITH ROCKETS ON HIS 

BACK, GRANDMA. 


WELL, WELL 


ў ў 
THAT МАМ, аа | რ L А 
GRANDMA? Ч TERS, br T : 
ТІЛ ў WAS “WORTH 

THE WAIT: 


] WOKE ЦР ОНЕ 
MORNING AND 
( ія REMEMBERED TO 
MY MEMORY COME TO THIS 
WAS FADING... TOWN. 





YOUR FAMILY'S TAKEN 
GOOD CARE OF HIM, AT 
LEAST. C'MON. 
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ХЯР) HE'LL BE BACK WITH THE ARMY WASN'T дар 
PA HIS REAL FAMILY IN vs MUCH HELP. ... 
NO TIME. Й TUR 
% 
4 Е 2 шт кој 
„е 2; = 


FORGET IT EVER 1 Я ПЯ 6000 
HAPPENED AND BE РЯ MAKE SURE TO BE HOME 
HAPPY, SEÑOR. YOu NEVER GET 
LOST AGAIN 














SOFIA DIDN'T KNOW WHERE 
SHE WAS ANYMORE, MAMA, 
OR WHO WE WERE, 


AT LEAST PAPA 
ISN'T ALONE UP 
THERE, MAMA. 
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WILL MY 
SON: 





PONT LET 
7A. THEM SEE 


РИ ТЕ “9 
TOWEL OVER 
MY FACE... 


WHEN YOUR 
HUSBAND GOT THE 
LUE WOR! 
POISONING, HE 
PASSED ON THE 
INFECTION TÓ 
YOUR SON. 
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JULIO YRRRRUN... 
Tomas. ALIA HT III ЛЬ 
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“М AN OLD, OLD MAN AND Ф Гг мер ну мом 


CAN STILL EAT LIKE A YOUNG ABOUT YOU AND SHE ў 
Buck, JULIO TOMAS, SAID YOU ARE WHO ЈА 
5 YOU SAID YOU Ç 


ARE, МАК, А 


{ HAVEN'T SPOKEN TO ANY OF 
THE FAMILY SINCE YOUR MOTHER 
WAS A CHILD. цр а рот 
MISS THEM A 
DAMN BIT 


JF YOU TALK TO 
YOUR MOTHER ABOUT 
ME, SHELL ONLY 

LIE, BOY. 


WHEN I SAN YOD THE OTHER DAY 
COMING OUT OF YOUR WORK, | KNEW 
WHO YOU WERE RIGHT AWAY! AND ЧЁ 

NEVER SEEN YOU BEFORE / 


Ж” 
VEN 
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ITS A PRIVATE MATTER WN 
BETWEEN THE FAMILY AND 


BOY 


JONT WORRY A 


YOURSELF. OVER IT. 


` FIAR 5. 
| 


LONG AS 
UNCLE SAM 
KEEPS SENDING 
ME CHECKS, 
UM HAPPY. 
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£ уу ლ => Ч Е 
YOUR MOTHER SS P L TRIED TO SNE YOUR MOTHER’ BP YOUR BABY UNCLE. HIS 
WAS JUST À LITTLE BABY BROTHER, ‘YOUR UNCLE, BU ИД BROTHER, THEIR FATHER... 

GIRL... THE MUD, THE RAIN... WA ALL GONE INDER THE 

с MUD, JULIO TOMAS 


> THERE WAS A YOUR BABY 
= : UNCLE WAS 50 
| MUDSLIDE 24 SMALL, $0 


DELICATE. 





7^ My TRAELS MANE TAKEN ME 
AROUND THE WORLD, JULIO TOMAS. 
ГУЕ SEEN PEOPLE'S PAIN... 


THE BOYS... 
TRE TINY, HELPLESS, 
DELICATE LITTLE 


AND IT'S THE BABY BOYS... 
CHILDREN'S SUFFERING 


Y HEART . IF ONLY 
TAT EIS 5 4 COULD SAVE 


THEM ALL... 


YEAH, HE SEEMS 
PRETTY TOUGH FOR SUCH 


ор. 
THE POISON SHOULD 
AN OLD GUY. YEAH. 


KEEP HIM ALIVE FOR MAYBE 
A FEW DAYS, SENDING HIM 


TO HELL SLOWLY... OK, MOM. 
Tu BE GETTING 
OUT OF TOWN 


SEE You 
IN A COUPLE 
OF YEARS 
08 50. 


YOUR UNCLE 
JUAN WILL 
NEVER HARM 
ANOTHER 











J DON'T KNOW, 
JULO.. EVER SINCE 
TREY KILLED KENNEDY, 

THIHGS ARE... 


ALL THIS WORK 
AND ARMY TALK 
ШЫТ HANE MADE 


PRESIDENT 
JOHNSON 
WILL TAKE 


A, 
4 


En 


АВАСЕЦ 15 
PREPARING YO 
60 ТО ЧЕТ 

МАМ. 


SHES NOT EYEN 
UK THE ARMY, BUT 
SHE ALWAYS PAYS 
HER OWN WAY TO 
HELP OUR 
‘TROOPS. 


MY GRAND KIDS 
ARE READY TO ENLIST, 
BUT SINCE THEY'RE 
FOUR, FIVE AND SEVEN, 
THE WAR'LL BE 
OVER BY THEN? 





THE POLICE ARE 
LOOKING FOR HIM. 


HE WANTS 
HIS OWN SON 
AWAY FROM 

ALL THAT. 


"TUB - TS (your pany wir ee У 
EY NAME, BOY? ЕЕ BACK FOR YOU SOON. ZS 
а. 


SS 
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SS 





AND THEN- 
AND THEN- 





E wur was € THE ONLY THING LEVER 
Қ темене DID RIGHT WAS GET 
? T MARRIED, RAISE A 
FAMILY... 


IF I HAD 
STAYED A BACHELOR 
LIKE YOU, | WOULD VE 
DIED OF LONELINESS 

FOR SURE, JULIO. 4 
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ARE YOU IT SNOWED ? YES, WHEN > WERE FROM 
Maene | 193) 7 У | LMSITEO mv ЧЕ CANADA AND IT 
A SNI A = Ч ! Е 7 GRANDMA IN 1 SNOWED EVERY) 
MAN? ONCE, DAKOTA (ТОР, CHRISTMAS. 
BUT WHERE + 4 
LIVED IN TEXAS NOT LIKE. 


IT DOESN'T HERE NEVER 


ДС и, 
" BUT] 
i. 


THE ONE TIME 


НА НА. 
(Т SNOWED WHERE NEVER SEEN 
| LNED UN TEXAS REAL SNOW 
WAS FUN. BEFORE. 


БЕЗІ МАТА то 7” WE'LL FIND His 
SEE JULIO JUAN | 
WAY IN THE WORLD, 
SUCH A LONER. 
UNCLE JULIO” | RENATA. 1 





Г нон СОМЕ. YOU RAN 
THROUGH THE TUNNEL? 
WAS SOMEBODY CHASING 
You AGAIN? 


WASN'T 
RUNNING. 





Ro | 
па 


Р 
Ы громт 
TALK TO ME, DANIEL? 4 CARE FOR YOUR 
WRY'RE YOU BEING ATTITUDE. 
LIKE THAT? Я 


DINNER WILL BE 
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27 
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q 
AND ГМ 
SORRY 
ABOUT МУ 
ATTITUDE, 


NOTHING 
BAD WILL 
KAPPEN TO 
МЕ. 




















THE BLUE WORM 
POISONING... 


|_ GAVE YOUR 
FATHER THE POISON 
TO KILL JUAN. 


Wilt YOU COME LETS GD HOME 
LIVE WITH JULIO AND NOW, MAMA. 
1, JULIO JUAN? 
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THEN COMES SURVIVOR ГИ, TAKE THAT 
GUILT, JULIO JUAN. OVER THE OTHER 








THAT MEANS A 

LOT TO BOTH 
ANDI 

NEVERTHELESS, 





F JIM, CARLO, SONNY, 
BRUCE, WIUIAM „Е 


YEAH, THE TESTS 
CAME BACK NEGATNE 
A SECOND TIME. 























YOD OR MAY) 
кімет LL 


1 USED To ВЕ УМ JUST AS EXCITED AS “WELL, DO WHNT YOU 
A HATER. MY KIDS ARE ABOUT GOING TO mu TO DO, JULIO 
DISNEYLAND NEXT WEEK, уре НАВЕ үн сти, ВА 
A Df (HERE FOR 
е AN e. 
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1 DON'T 
WHEN AND IF VIE E 





HAN 
5 
N RU Pet 
HEAD. 


GUY L MET A LONG 
IME AGO. LONG 
THE BACK OF Hl 


ENOUGH 
| WASTED MY LIFE 


AFTER OVER EIGHTY YEARS OF 
MEETING SO MANY DIFFERENT 
PEOPLES OF THE WORLD, | HAD 
BY NOT HAVING ONE 
OF MY OWN. 


y SNOW 


MM, 
ALL 


AND 





YOU WALK JUST 


LIKE 




















1 DID THAT 
FOR MANY YEARS 
AND 1 ENDED BP 
HERE ALONE. 





GOING OFF TO SEE THE 
WORLD. 


OVER EIGHTY YEARS AGO 
VIOLD THAT SAME GUY [ WAS 
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Г 15 THAT WHEN IT Was ? 
Y THOUGHT IT WAS ONLY 
FORTY-FIFTY YEARS. 


V IM. NEVER BEEN TO 2 


DOCTOR IN MY LIFE 








1 тирувнт т мент | 
RAIN FOR MONTHS STRAIGHT 


THE DOCTOR SAYS EATING 
ND READING DOES HELP TO 
KEEP THE MIND FROM 
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| KNOW THIS WILL 
BE MY LAST WAR, JULIO. 
TIME TO SETTLE DOWN. 


y PRESIDENT BUSH 
IS SENDING TROOPS 
TO KUWAIT, JULIO. 






GO WITH GOD, GOODBYE. 
ARACELI. 


те 


Í 













WITH AL Al 
FOR OUR SOLDIERS. _ 


PAYING MY 
OWN WAY, OF 
COURSE. 









WE DO ALRIGHT 1 PROMISED 
WITH THE CHECKS | GRANDMA THAT VD 
YOU SEND AND JULIOS ALWAYS LOOK AFTER 
PENSION, JULIO Ж YOU Two, EVEN 
JUAN. WHEN | CAN'T 

BE AROUND. 


ГүЕ BEEN TRAVELING 
THE WORLD SINCE | SOLD 
THE NIGHTCLUB. 













— P 
ШИШ M REALLY HAPPY, JULIO. / NOU'D BETTER KEEP 
ІШ Э “ი MONEY WORRIES, PY YOUR TALC OFA Coon 
ПІ dt IFE 15 GOOD. / LIFE TO YOURSELF. 
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FILTH OR 
YOU'LL HAVE 
ТО 60. 
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AND HE'S LIVED WITH HIS 
MOTHER IN THE SAME HOUSE 
WHERE HE WAS BORN? 





WILL YOU STILL LOVE 
ME WHEN I'M A 
HUNDRED 7 




























MY GREAT, GREAT 
UNCLE WILL BE TURNING 
ONE HUNDRED, 


an YOU KNOW | НАЈЕ ~ 
А A THING FOR OLDER 
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ARACELI DRANK SSS” THEY SAID BECAUSE IT 1550 | | TSK, SHE HELPED so Many 
DIET-SODA РОР АЎ HOT IN KUWAIT, THE DIET-SODA Por | | PEOPLE IN ALL THOSE WARS 
BECAUSE OF HER АХ TURNED TO POISON INSIDE HER- d | OVER THE YEARS AND THIS 

DIABETES- ა 4 | IS HER REWARD. P 
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GILBERT HERNANDEZ 


Gilbert Hernandez, born m 1957, enjoyed a pleas- 
ant childhood im Oxnard, Cahfornia with four brothers 
and one sister. In Gilbert's words, they were "born into 
a world with comic books in the house.” His childhood 
enthusiasm for the medium was equaled only by his ap- 
petite for punk rock. Both he and his brother Jaime cre- 
ated eye-catching poster art for local bands like the Angry 
Чаплі сум usse. Пасі Eleg аш! мш thy 
the carly ’80s. 

Initiated by older brother Mario and bankrolled by 
younger brother Ismael, Gilbert created Love and Rock- 
ets #1 with his brother Jaime in 1981. Over 30 years later, 
the series is regarded as a modern classic and the Herman- 
dez brothers continue to create some of the most startling, 


original, and intelligent comic art ever seen. 





Day is a story of one mans life, but it's a 
t deal more than that as well It's the story of the 
life of a century, also told as if a day Beginning with Julio's birth $ 


in 1900 and ending with his death in 2000, the graphic novel 







on most of th r events that «e 


shaped the 20th century” @ 
r 


- Brian Evenson 
from his introduction 


- Junot Díaz 
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